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System Concept Description" (The Red Book) published 
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Kuiper Airborne Observatory is the direct 
Predecessor to SOFIA 
- Modified C-141 with 36” Diameter Telescope 
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Reduced drag - improved flight performance 


Kuiper Airborne Observatory (KAO) 
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SOFIA - Airborne Astronomy Size Comparison 
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SOFIA - Requirements/Specifications 
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New pressure 
bulkhead 
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Configuration: Instrument Access in Cabin 
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Bulkhead Simulator for TA Integration 
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